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Exam style questions: 
1. How is Interpretation A different from 
Interpretation B about…? 

2. Why might the authors of Interpretations A 
and B have a different interpretation of.? 

3. Which interpretation is most convincing 
about …and why? 

4. Describe two features of  

5. Explain the reasons  

6. Which of the following was more important 
in .. (with two bullet points) ? 
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 Overview 

This part of the course looks at the success of the 
Weimar government and how a series of events 
led to the failure of Weimar and the rise of Hitler 
and the Nazis. 

We also consider how the Nazis started to change 
the way people lived and worked within 
Germany, especially as World War II approached. 
This includes how the Nazis treated those who did 
not fit in with their vision of a ‘perfect Germany’ 
such as the Jews. 

Key concepts 

Chronology:  Key events are taught in chronological order.  
Particularly important is the sequence of events from Jan 1933 to 
Aug 1934. When Hitler went from Chancellor to Fuhrer. 
Change and continuity:  Consider the change from the Weimar 
Constitution to the Nazi police state, and the continued role played 
by the Treaty of Versailles. 
Cause and consequence:  Look at the importance of the Wall Street 
Crash in triggering a chain of events, the consequences of which 
included the Nazis coming to power. 
Significance: key individuals i.e.  Stresemann, Hindenburg and Hitler. 
Comparison:  Compare Hitler’s style of leadership to that of the 
Kaiser. Compare the freedom of Weimar to the restrictions of Nazi 
Germany. 

Sources and interpretations: 
. 

Source A 
"Instead of working to achieve power by an armed 
coup we shall have to hold our noses and enter the 
Reichstag ….” 

Hitler, 1925. 
Source B 
“The economic position is only flourishing on the 
surface. Germany is in fact dancing on a volcano.” 

Stresemann, 1929. 
Interpretation C 
“Well, really, it was the only party that promised to 
get us out of the hole. And they promised to do 
away with unemployment.”  

1970s interview with Hans Kehrl 
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Knowledge Organiser Year 10 

Enquiry Question: How did the Nazis come to power and rule Germany? 

 

1. How did the Depression affect 
Germany? 

 2. Why did the Nazi party grow in 
importance? 

America was the richest 
country in the world after 
World War One. Loans from 
America helped rebuild 
European countries and 
their businesses made 
massive profits, investing in 

the stock market with the money they 
gained. When people didn’t make as 
much money from the shares as they’d 
hoped, they tried to sell them quickly. As 
too many people tried to sell shares too 
quickly the American stock market 
collapsed in October 1929. This event is 
known as the Wall Street Crash. 
Businesses went bankrupt, people lost 
everything and unemployment rose 
drastically. The events after the Crash are 
known as the Depression.   The 
economic depression spread across the 
world, affecting all countries. It became 
known as The Great Depression.  
 
How did this affect Germany? 
American consumers could not afford to 
buy goods, which affected all 

manufacturing nations. German car 
factories, for example, had to close 
down.  
America also wanted the money back 
that they had lent to other countries 
before the Crash. Germany had 
borrowed from them and tried to get this 
money, via the banks, from German 
businesses. These businesses in turn went 
bankrupt and the German people 
suffered from unemployment and 
homelessness. They were angry and 
resentful- and they blamed the 
government. 
 
How did this link to extremism? 
 
Angry people look for 
alternatives. They 
blamed the Weimar 
government and so 
looked at extreme 
parties- the Communists on the left and 
the Nazis on the right- to come up with 
better solutions. 

The Nazi party had been gaining 
followers since the early 1920s but at the 
time of the Wall Street Crash they were 
still the eighth most popular party in 
Germany, with 800,000 votes. This had 
changed by 1932, when they received 
14 million votes. 
 
There are three main reasons for this: 
 
1. The Depression. 
The Nazis had core beliefs 
that they repeated 
constantly: the Treaty of 
Versailles needed 
overturning, the Jews 
should be blamed for 
Germany’s problems and that Germany 
deserved to be a powerful and great 
nation. Hitler promised work and bread 
for the masses. These messages were 
largely ignored when Germany was 
going through a period of economic 
prosperity. However, during the 
Depression, desperate people wanted 
to believe Hitler.	 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjt_Ymm0_zWAhUCPxQKHQwiA7MQjRwIBw&url=https://www.kingandmcgaw.com/prints/london-herald/wall-street-crash-101072&psig=AOvVaw0Vm4r_IXA-RJr6IBSIIdvc&ust=1508501076069157
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjAhK2Z3_zWAhWHxRQKHccNCzIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/cas/his/CoreArt/prop/ns_work.html&psig=AOvVaw1OdoOYD_hLtFffUZQp5buR&ust=1508504447619433
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://jigyaasaa.wordpress.com/2012/05/07/external-article-heinrich-himmler-the-nazi-hindu/&psig=AOvVaw2A6dbjntVkD8K0Ku2y6K9o&ust=1508505047741726
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2. Unhappiness with the Weimar. 
The Weimar politicians were struggling to 
deal with the Depression, and this wasn’t 
helped by proportional representation. 
Chancellor Müller and Chancellor 
Brüning could not solve the problems of 
unemployment- and Brüning had got as 
far as using the President’s Article 48 
emergency powers to pass laws. With the 
government floundering, ordinary 
democratic Germans felt forced to look 
for more radical solutions. 
 
3. The appeal of Adolf Hitler.	 

Hitler was a dominant 
personality and a 
charismatic speaker. 
People who heard him 
were inspired and felt like 
here was a man who 

could make Germany strong again. 
 
“He had steel-blue eyes…he had the 
look of a fanatic….he held the audience, 
and me with them, under a hypnotic 
spell by the sheer force of his 
conviction.” Karl Ludecke, 
 
4. Fear of Communism. 
Following the events of the Communist 
Revolution in Russia, where businesses 
and farms had been taken over by the  
 

Communist party, 
and where wealthy 
people had lost 
money and status (if 
not their lives) there 
was little support for 
Communism in 
Germany.  
 
Upper and middle class Germans were 
scared of a movement that would rob 
them of their position, although some 
working-class people supported it. 
(Remember the Spartacists and the Red 
Rising in the Ruhr?) As Communists did 
not believe in religious institutions, 
churchgoers were also worried about 
this threat.  
 
Adolf Hitler promised to fight communism 
and therefore won the support of the 
middle and upper classes. 
 
5. Methods and tactics of the Nazis. 
After the failure of the Munich Putsch in 
1923, the Nazis became more organised 
and more intimidating. 
 
Ø They set up Party offices all over 

Germany to recruit new followers. The 
SA grew dramatically and also used 
their ‘influence’ to protect  

     Hitler and ‘encourage’ new support. 
 
Ø Propaganda was 

used well, from radio 
and cinema to 
newspapers and 
posters. Germans 
could not escape 
the Nazi message. 
Joseph Goebbels 
became Minister for 
Propaganda from 1928. 
 

Ø There were huge rallies and parades, 
where thousands of people listened 
to Hitler and other leading Nazis. 

 
Ø The Hitler Youth organisation set up 

clubs for all ages. Youngsters went to 
camps and followed a programme of 
activities that helped them grow up 
as followers of the Nazi party. 

 
Ø Use of technology made them seem 

modern. Hitler used a plane to visit 20 
cities in 7 days. Radios were used 
constantly, even though it was a new 
technology.  

 
People believed that this modern and 
organised party may be the answer! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjn--vG6PzWAhVFPhQKHaMiChoQjRwIBw&url=http://alphahistory.com/holocaust/joseph-goebbels/&psig=AOvVaw0UWT2nzDNvvm2PVjp5o_AK&ust=1508506968896218
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3. Who supported the Nazis? 4. How did Hitler become Chancellor?  

Support for the Nazis was spread across 
the social spectrum, unusually. Here are 
some examples: 
§ People in the countryside. Nazis 

promised farmers better prices for 
their crops. (They also hated 
Communists who had collectivised 
the land in Russia.) 

§ Women. Many women supported the 
high moral stance taken by Nazis- 
they wanted their children to be 
brought up with self-discipline and 
good ethics. 

§ Middle classes. Businessmen, bankers, 
doctors, etc., all supported the Nazis. 
They feared that the unemployed 
masses could threaten the law and 
order of Germany. The Nazis stood for 
order and discipline, using the 
Stormtroopers to stop any trouble. 

§ Youth. Many young people wanted to 
be part of the new, strong Germany 
Hitler talked of creating out of the 
ashes of the overturned Treaty of 
Versailles. 

§ Upper classes and rich factory 
owners. This group did not support all 
Nazi policies, but they wanted a 
return to strong leadership that Hitler 
promised. They also wanted 
protection from the Communist 
threat. 
 

1930 Election- As usual, this resulted in a 
coalition since no party won a majority. 
Brüning became Chancellor but he was 
not popular because he reduced 
unemployment pay and increased 
taxes. 
 
How did this affect the Nazis? 
The Nazis were the second largest party 
in the Reichstag- with 107 seats- a 
massive increase from their previous 12 
seats in 1928. 
 
Party Seats won 
Social Democrats 143 
Nazi Party 107 
Communist Party 77 
Centre Party 68 

 
They therefore redoubled their efforts to 
gain support- using posters, flags, rallies 
and speeches. The SA (Stormtroopers) 
beat up Communists and disrupted their 
meetings.  
 
Due to the chaos caused by the political 
parties using their private armies to fight, 
and President Hindenburg often ruling 
through emergency decrees (Article 48) 
it looked as if the Weimar government 
couldn’t cope. 

1932 Election- Brüning resigned in July 
1932 and Hindenburg appointed Franz 
von Papen as Chancellor. Von Papen’s 
lack of support led to another election in 
July. 
 
 Party Seats won 
Nazi Party 230 
Social Democrats 133 
Centre Party 97 
Communist PARTY 89 

 
Hitler demanded the job of Chancellor 
since his party was now the largest. 
Hindenburg refused and appointed von 
Papen again via emergency powers. 
Another election was called in 
November 1932. 
 
Party Seats won 
Nazi Party 196 
Social Democrats 121 
Communist Party 100 
Centre Party 70 

 
The Nazis had lost a few seats- but were 
clearly the most popular. Von Papen’s 
party had come fourth so he resigned. 
 
Hindenburg gave the Chancellor’s job to 
his friend, Kurt von Schleicher.   
 
 



5	
	

 5. How did Hitler remove opposition? (cont)  
He too had little support- and resigned!  
 
After the chaos of two Chancellors in 
under a year, Hitler was appointed as 
Chancellor in January 1933. Hindenburg 
tried to limit his power by appointing von 
Paper as Vice Chancellor and limiting 
the number of Nazis in the cabinet. 
 
Both Hindenburg and von Papen thought 
they could control Hitler. They were 
wrong.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28.2.33- Hitler persuades Hindenburg to 
give Hitler special Emergency Powers 
(known as a Protection Law) to deal with 
the threat. 
 
March 1933- Hitler uses a new decree 
(law) to ban Communists from taking 
part in the election campaign. 4000 
Communists were imprisoned and their 
newspapers were closed down.   
 
Election results: 
Party Seats won 
Nazi Party 288 
Social Democrats 120 
Communist Party 81 
Centre Party 73 

 
23.3.33- Hitler had stirred up the fear of 
Communism so much that the Centre 
Party agreed to join the Nazis. This gave 
Hitler a majority. 
 
Hitler then forced the Reichstag to pass 
the Enabling Act which gave him power 
to make laws without going through the 
Reichstag. (They had voted themselves 
out of having any power!) 
 
7.4.33- The new powers were put into 
effect. The Gestapo (secret police) were 
formed and the first concentration camp 
was set up for political prisoners, in 
Dachau. 

May 1933- Hitler bans all trade unions 
and threw the leaders in jail (workers lose 
the right to complain) 
 
14.7.33- Hitler banned all political parties 
in Germany except for the Nazi party. 
 
November 1933- Election. Surprisingly, 
the Nazis took all 661 seats.  
 
30.6.34- Hitler gets rid of all the threats 
from within his own party during the 
Night of the Long Knives.  
 
2.8.34- President Hindenburg died of 
natural causes. Hitler took over his role, 
combining it with that of Chancellor, into 
a new role of Führer. The army had to 
swear an oath of loyalty to Hitler rather 
than to Germany.  
 
In 18 months, Hitler had taken complete 
control over Germany. 
 
 
 

5. How did Hitler remove opposition? 

These events are best looked at in a 
timeline- you should make one as part of 
your revision. 
 
Feb 1933- Hitler announced a new 
election for March.  
27.2.33- The Reichstag building burned 
down. A young Communist, Van der 
Lubbe, was blamed and arrested. Hitler 
claimed this was a Communist plot for 
revolution in Germany.  
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The Night of the Long Knives 9. What were the Nazis economic plans?  
Even though he was Chancellor, Hitler still 
felt the threat of the SA (his own private 
army of ‘brown shirts’) led by Ernst Rohm 
and the standing German army. There 
were also rumours that Rohm was 
planning to seize power from Hitler. 
 
Hitler dealt ruthlessly with these threats. 
He arranged a meeting with the leaders 
of the SA on 30 June 1934.  
Before dawn Hitler, and a group of his 
personal bodyguards (the SS- ‘black 
shirts’) burst into the hotel where the 
leaders were staying.  
The SA leaders were arrested and later 
shot dead, including their leader Rohm 
(who had been Hitler’s good friend since 
the early days of the Nazi party).  
This became known as ‘The Night of the 
Long Knives.’ 
Over the next few days around 400 
people were executed in this way, 
including people who weren’t even 
Nazis! 
 
This was a massive 
help to Hitler- 
everyone who had 
been a threat was 
now removed. 
 
He also didn’t bother to hide what he’s 
done- meaning he had publicly got 
away with murder!  

Hitler had promised the 
basics to the people of 
Germany as part of his 
election campaigns- work 
and bread. When he came 
to power, with 6 million 
unemployed in the country, 

he had to deliver on these promises. 
 
Stage 1: Reducing unemployment 
 
RAD- The National Labour Service. 
All men between 18-25 years of age had 
to spend 6 months in the RAD. They 
planted forests and dug ditches in return 
for pocket money and free meals (they 
lived in camps for the duration of this 
work). These men were ‘in work’ thus 
they lowered unemployment figures. 
 
Public Work Schemes.  
In June 1933 the Nazis ordered new 
motorways (autobahns) to be built to link 
major towns. This led to employment for 
100,000 Germans. 3800 km had been 
built by 1938. Other public building works 
included schools and hospitals. 
 
Rearmament. 
Hitler ordered the building of tanks, 
battleships, planes and guns. Thousands 
of jobs were created and factory owners 
became very wealthy from the 
contracts they secured.  

Conscription: 
All men between 18-25 years of age had 
to spend at least two years in the armed 
forces. From 1935- 1940 the army grew 
from 100,000 to 1,400,000.  
 
Invisibles. 
Unemployment figures were also 
‘helped’ by the fact that some people 
were not counted. Women who gave up 
work to start a family were not 
considered unemployed. When Jews 
were forced out of work, they were also 
not counted- but the Germans who took 
the empty jobs were counted in the 
employment figures! 
 
Stage 2: Making Germany self-sufficient. 
 
Hjalmar Schacht (1933-1936). 
Schacht was appointed as 
Minister for Economics in 
1933. 
He signed deals to help with 
the massive rearmaments programme, 
importing cheap raw materials (iron/ 
steel/ rubber/ wood) and exporting 
German finished goods. 
This worked well- production increased 
and unemployment fell. 
However, it wasn’t fast enough for Hitler’s 
liking and Germany was still dependent 
on imports. 
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  10. How did the war affect Germany? 
Hermann Goering  
Hitler replaced Schacht with 
Goering in 1936. Goering 
introduced a Four Year Plan to 
get ready for war. 
 
Huge amounts of weapons, equipment 
and uniforms were ordered, creating lots 
of jobs in factories and shipyards. Targets 
were set and met in steel and explosives 
industries- but not in other industries like 
oil. Also, Germany was still dependent on 
those foreign imports! 
 
Scientists therefore made alternative 
products within Germany (i.e. petrol from 
coal). Goering also spoke about the 
sacrifice Germans needed to make, 
“Would you rather have butter or guns?” 
 
Farmers in Nazi Germany. 
 
30% of the German population were 
employed in agriculture, and these 
people were staunch supporters of the 
Nazis. Hitler needed them on side so 
Germany could be self-sufficient. 
 
He therefore cut their taxes and 
guaranteed land ownership, even in 
cases of debt. However, the Nazis did 
interfere by preventing farmers carving 
up their land amongst their children, 
ensuring large farms for generations. 

How were ordinary Germans affected by 
the economic policies? 
 
Hitler had traditionally received less 
support from the working classes, who 
supported the Social Democrats or 
Communists. They also belonged to 
trade unions. However, Hitler made 
these options illegal and so had to win 
support of the working classes. 
 
The German Labour Front (Deutsche 
Arbeitsfront- DAF) replaced the trade 
unions, promising to protect rights of 
workers and improve conditions.  
They set up: 

• Beauty of Labour (SDA) to improve 
the working environment, such as 
lighting, safety and canteens. 

• Strength through Joy (KDF) which 
organised leisure activities as a 
reward, such as holidays and 
theatre trips. 

• A scheme to help people save up 
for a new Volkswagen (People’s 
Car) partly designed by Hitler. 
However, this scheme was a 
swindle and the money ‘saved’ 
was used on weapons. 

J Germans had work and received 
rewards. 
L Work hours were unlimited, some of 
the rewards were too expensive to save 
for, and food prices were way too high. 

At the beginning of the war Germany 
was very successful and this helped 
boost morale. Some in Germany 
became very rich through the spoils of 
war- luxury goods coming back from 
conquered countries. 
 
However, after the Battle of Stalingrad in 
1942 things worsened for Germany, both 
in the war and at home. 
 
Rationing 
Sacrifices were made at home to 
provide supplies for the soldiers. By 
November 1939 food and clothing were 
rationed, and this worsened as things like 
hot water also became rationed (two 
days per week). 
 
Labour 
From 1942 Albert Speer organised 
Germany for Total War. Bars and some 
shops were closed. Women had to work 
in factories as the men had been called 
up. Foreign workers from conquered 
countries were used as slave labour. 
 
Bombing. 
From 1942 the Allies launched bombing 
campaigns on German cities. Thousands 
died and thousands fled their homes. 
Flooding and gas explosions were 
caused by bombing too. Many people 
stopped supporting the Nazis. 
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11. How were young people affected by the 
Nazis? 

  

Education: 
The school system was used to brainwash 
German youth. Boys had a different 
timetable to girls, as they were being 
prepared for their future ‘roles’. 
 
Standard subjects contained curriculum 
content that would indoctrinate children. 
In History they only learnt about German 
victories and the unfairness of Versailles. 
In Science they learnt about weapon 
making and chemical warfare. 
 
A new subject 
called eugenics 
(race studied) 
appeared, teaching 
Germans how to 
ensure they were 
the master race and 
teaching the inferiority of other races, 
particularly Jews. 
 
Textbooks were rewritten- only Nazi 
versions could be used. Teachers had to 
join the German Teachers League. 
 
At universities, many of the professors lost 
jobs through racial or political reasons. 
The Nazis did not value higher education 
and numbers fell. Leading academics, 
such as Einstein, left Germany at this 
time. 

Extra-curricular: 
Hitler was determined to control the lives 
of children outside of school too 
(lessening the impact of their parents). 
 
As early as 1922 he set up Hitler Youth. 
When the Nazis came to power in 1933, 
Hitler banned all other youth groups. In 
1936 the Hitler Youth was given (by law) 
equal status to school and home. In 1939 
membership was made compulsory. 
 
Boys: 
Age 6-10= ‘Little Fellows’ 
10- 14= ‘Young Folk’ 
14-18= ‘Hitler Youth’ 
 
Several meeting took place each week 
with weekend camps each month. Boys 
learned to march and fight, and the 
importance of keeping fit. They were 
being prepared for their future as a 
soldier. 
 
Girls: 
10-14= ‘Young Girls’ 
14-17= ‘League of German Girls’ 
 
Meetings and camps happened here 
too. The emphasis was still on keeping fit 
A difference was that the girls were also 
taught to cook, look after children  

and prepare for their future as a wife 
and mother. 
 
All German children were taught to 
report anyone- including their own 
parents- if they criticised the Nazis. 
 
 

 
 
Did it work? 
Not all young people liked this. 
 
Some had liked their previous clubs- 
scouts or football, etc. - and resented 
being made to give them up. 
 
Some wanted to enjoy the life led by 
young people in other countries- they 
went to parties, listening to banned 
American jazz music (banned by Hitler as 
it was seen as ‘black’ music) and had 
Jewish friends. 
 
Others formed gangs, such as the 
Edelweiss Pirates, who poked fun at Hitler 
and sometimes attacked Hitler Youth 
members. 
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12. How were women treated?  13. How were the Churches treated? (cont) 
Women in Weimar Germany had had 
more rights than the women in many 
other countries, but the Nazis had 
different ideas about this. The Nazis were 
worried about the low birth rate- they 
wanted women to be at home having 
babies rather than having careers. Hitler 
said that women needed to focus on 
Kinder, Küche and Kirche (children, 
kitchen and church).  
 
Many women lost their jobs under the 
Nazis and working was discouraged. The 
way women dressed and acted was 
affected: they couldn’t wear trousers 
and high heels, make-up was frowned 
upon, as was smoking. 
 
Loans were given to newlyweds: on the 
birth of their first child they could keep a 
quarter of the money, half after a 
second child, three quarters after a third 
child and all the money if they had four 
children. 
 
Contraception and 
abortion were banned. 
On 12 August each 
year Hitler gave out 
medals to the women 
who had the most 
children. A mother of 
eight children would 
receive the gold cross. 

This policy did increase the birth rate in 
Germany. As did the use of Lebensborn- 
a system, whereby unmarried Aryan girls 
could become pregnant through a SS 
soldier, with the baby being ‘donated’ 
to the Reich. 
 
However, these plans could only be 
successful in peace time. When 
Germany was at war, women were 
needed back in the factories to replace 
the men who had gone off to fight. 
 
It is also worth remembering that not all 
women were encouraged to have 
babies. Those with a history of mental 
illness, hereditary diseases or anti-social 
behaviour could be forcibly sterilised. 
 
13. How were the Churches treated? 
 
Most Germans were Christians- about 
1/3 were Catholic and 2/3 were 
Protestant. Some of these supported 
Nazi ideas about marriage and family 
values. 
 
At first Hitler co-operated with the 
Catholic Church by signing a concordat 
(agreement) in 1933. But Hitler soon 
broke the agreement when Catholics 
listened to the Pope more than him.  By 
1941, relations between the Nazis and 
the Catholic Church were at a low point 

when a leading clergyman, Archbishop 
Galen, publicly criticised Hitler foe terror 
and the use of euthanasia. Galen was 
arrested. 
 
Some Protestants, known as German 
Christians wanted to see their Church 
under Nazi control. They often wore Nazi 
uniforms and had a slogan, “the swastika 
on our chests and the Cross in our 
hearts.”	 
 
Other 
Protestants 
detested 
Hitler and 
everything he 
stood for. 
They were 
the 
Confessional 
Church, a 
break-away 
group led by 
Pastor Martin 
Niemöller. (Read his famous poem). He 
was sent to a concentration camp. 
 
Other religious groups were persecuted 
by the Nazis: Jehovah Witnesses, the 
Salvation Army, Christian Scientists and, 
of course, the Jews. 
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14. How were minorities treated?  15. How were Germans controlled? 

Anyone who didn’t conform to Nazi 
ideas about the Aryan ‘master race’ was 
persecuted in Nazi Germany. 
 
This included: 
• Tramps, beggars, criminals and 

alcoholics- these were seen as useless 
because they didn’t contribute to 
society. Many were sent to 
concentration camps and worked to 
death. 

• Prostitutes and homosexuals- these 
people did not conform to Nazi 
‘values’ and were also not having 
children within a family to boost the 
population. They were also sent to 
camps. 

• Physically and mentally disabled 
people- they weren’t strong and 
powerful Aryans. They were forcibly 
sterilised, experimented on and killed. 

 
Hitler also had an obsessive 
hatred of Jews, and began 
to persecute them as soon 
as he came to power. Firstly these were 
rules that served to isolate and 
discriminate against Jews, such as 
boycotts of their businesses and banning 
them from swimming in public pools.  
 
In September 1935, the Nuremburg Laws 
meant that Jews were not allowed to be 
German citizens.  

In 1938, Kristallnacht happened. A 
nationwide campaign of terror was 
directed towards the Jews: shops and 
synagogues were smashed up and 
burned down, 20,000 Jews were sent to 
concentration camps and 100 Jews 
were killed. 
 
Many Jews tried to escape by fleeing to 
neighbouring countries, but they came 
back under Nazi control as the Germans 
conquered land in WW2. As more Jews 
came under German control, the Nazis 
used ghettos and SS Einsatzgruppen 
(execution squads). By 1942 the Nazis 
had decided on the ‘Final Solution’ 
which was the mass murder of all Jews in 
German territory, using death camps. 
 
There was some resistance by Jewish 
groups but none was successful. Other 
countries did not intervene to help. After 
the war they denied all knowledge. In 
total around 6 million Jews and other 
minorities were murdered in German 

controlled 
lands. This event 
is often called 
‘the Holocaust’ 
although Jews 
prefer the terms 
‘genocide’ or 
‘Shoah.’ 

 

The Nazis used a mixture of terror and 
propaganda to ensure ordinary 
Germans abided by their policies. 
(Carrot and stick). 
 
Terror- the police state. 
Methods involved: 
• Concentration camps (not death 

camps) where enemies of the state 
could be held indefinitely. 

• The SS (Schutzstaffel) or black shirts. 
These were Hitler’s personal 
bodyguards and became the most 
feared organisation in Germany. Led 
by Himmler. 

• Police and law courts. All were loyal 
to the Nazis. Nazi criminals escaped 
justice but anyone telling an anti-
Hitler joke could face the death 
penalty. 

• The Gestapo, or secret police. They 
were plain clothes and had informers 
everywhere. They had power of 
arrest, imprisonment and torture 
without the need for evidence. 
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15. How were Germans controlled? cont 16. How were the arts affected? 17. Was there any resistance? 
Propaganda. 
Goebbels was in 
charge of 
propaganda.	 He 
ensured that all media 
was controlled by the 
Nazis, so that people 
only heard what Hitler 
wanted them to. He 
used: 
• Newspapers- only Nazi papers were 

allowed 
• Films- all plots had to be agreed by 

Goebbels and many Nazi films were 
made. 

• Radio- was a new technology and 
was used to play speeches by Hitler. 
Many cheap radios were mass 
produced so that more people could 
afford them. 

• Books, theatre and music- had to also 
be approved. Books were burnt if they 
were by foreign authors or if they 
showed Germany in a bad light. 

• Mass rallies- were parades put on to 
impress Germans with their size and 
organisation. 
 

Hitler’s idea of culture was very different 
to that of the Weimar. A Chamber of 
Culture was set up and led by Goebbels. 

 
• Cinema was 
used as a means of 
propaganda, for 
example showing 
Jews to be mean 
and nasty. ‘The 
Eternal Jew’ is a 
notorious example 
of this. 

• Music, such as traditional German/ 
Austrian music and folk songs, was 
encouraged. Jewish composers were 
banned as was Jazz. 

• Theatre- plays had to be about 
German history or politics and 
modern plays were cancelled. 
Cabaret bars were closed, 

• Literature- banned books were 
removed and burnt. 

• Art- the Nazis burnt many paintings 
from the Weimar period. Hitler 
preferred traditional art. 

• Design- Hitler disapproved of the 
modern Bauhaus movement. He liked 
classical buildings, such as from 
ancient Greece and Rome. 

Many Germans supported Hitler. Many 
who didn’t were simply too scared- for 
themselves or their families- to stand up 
against the Nazis. But not everyone. 
 
Low-level opposition: 
This included moaning in the privacy of 
your own homes, or telling anti-Hitler 
jokes (both of which could get you 
executed).  Some refused to give the 
‘Heil Hitler’ salute or give money to Nazi 
funds. 
 
Open opposition: 
The White- Rose group were active 
campaigners against the Nazis (see 
photo previous page). Hans and Sophie 
Scholl, the leaders, were beheaded for 
their crimes. 
 
There were also 
plots to kill Hitler, 
from within his own 
party. The most 
famous was the July 
Bomb Plot. This was 
the closest anyone 
came to removing 
the man who many Germans were 
weary of by 1944. To learn more about 
this, watch the film Valkyrie!	 

 


