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Source A: A British Cartoon from 19th February 

1919; the man on the floor represents Germany. 

Source B: A German newspaper cartoon 

published in July 1919, entitled 

‘Clemenceau the Vampire’. The figure on 

the bed represents Germany.  

Source C:  From J M Keynes’ book ‘The Economic Consequences of the Peace’ published in 1919. Keynes was a leading economist who worked for the 
British government but resigned in protest three weeks before the Treaty of Versailles was signed.  

Nations should not morally visit on the children of their enemies the wrongdoings of parents or of rulers. The Treaty includes no provisions for the econom-
ic recovery of Europe - nothing to make the defeated Central Empires into good neighbours. The Big Three were preoccupied with other issues, Clemen-
ceau to crush the economic life of his enemy, Lloyd George to bring home something that would be acceptable for a week, the President to do nothing that 
was not just and right.  

Source D: A cartoon from Punch magazine, 1919 
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Source E: A cartoon from the German satirical 

magazine, Simplissimus, 1919 

I fear that England has missed the right moment for laying the foundations of a lasting peace in Europe. The entente could have done anything with the 

German people had they made the slightest move towards reconciliation. People are ready here to make reparation for the wrong done by their leaders. 

But now they say that Wilson has broken his word, and an undying hatred will be smouldering in he heart of every German. Over and over again I hear the 

same refrain, ‘We shall hate our conquerors with a hatred that will only cease when he day of our revenge comes.’ 

Source F: Adapted from princess E Bluecher, An English wife in berlin, 1920; Evelyn married a German aristocrat in 1907 and kept a diary of their life in 

Berlin during and after the First World War. 

Source H: A cartoon by Will Dyson, first published 

in the Daily Heard, 13 May 1919.  

Looking at the conference in retrospect there is 

much to approve and much to regret. It is easy to 

say what should have been done, but more diffi-

cult to have found a way for doing it.  

To those who are saying that the Treaty is bad 

and should never have been made and that it will 

involve Europe in infinite difficulties in its en-

forcement, I feel like admitting it. But I would al-

so say in reply that empires cannot be shattered 

and new states raised upon their ruins without 

disturbances. To create new boundaries is always 

to create new troubles. The one follows the oth-

er. While I should have preferred a different 

peace, I doubt whether it could have been made, 

for the ingredients for such a peace as I would 

have had were lacking at Paris. 

Source G: An extract from the diary of Edward 

House, one of Wilson’s top officials, 29 June 

1919. 
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Source J: An American cartoon from around 1919.  

Source K: A Punch Cartoon, March 1919.  

OVERWEIGHTED. 
President Wilson. “Here’s your olive branch. Now get busy.” 
Dove of peace. “Of course I want to please everybody; but 
isn’t this a bit thick?” 

Source L: The front page of a British newspaper 

from 1st December 1925 
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Source M: Unemployed Germans queuing to find work out-

side an employment office in Hanover in 1930. The writing 

on the warehouse wall translates as ‘Vote Hitler’. 

Thousands of factories closed their doors. Hunger was the 
daily companion of the German working man. Many an hon-
est working man had to resort to theft to obtain food.  All 
fellow citizens yearned for better times. As for me, like many 
another, I had lost all I possessed, so, early in 1930, I joined 
the Nazi Party.  

Source N: Adapted from an entry in a 1934 essay competi-
tion, by a German Railway Worker. 

Source O: A British cartoon from 1939. Czechoslovakia and Poland were the last two 

countries Hitler invaded before Britain and France declared war on him in 1939. 

There was a very good reason for the League to enforce the particular sanctions they 

chose, because with an incomplete membership they were the only ones they could im-

pose and which by their own action alone they could hope to see effective. Oil could not 

be made effective by the League action alone.  

I think it is right that the League should admit that sanctions have not realised their pur-

pose and should face that fact. 

Source P: A speech by Anthony Eden, British foreign secretary; this speech was given to 

parliament on 18 June 1936. 
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Source Q: A Cartoon by David Low, who was one of the most famous cartoonists 

of the 1930s. The paper next to the woman’s body is labelled ‘Honour of Nations’ 

and the box beside the man is labelled ‘Face-Saving outfit’.  

I was sad to find everyone [at the League] so dejected. The Assembly was a dead 

thing. The Council was without confidence in itself. Beneš [the Czechoslovak lead-

er], who is not given to hysterics, said [about the people at the League] ‘They are 

too frightened. I tell them we are not going to have war now; we have five years 

before us, perhaps six. We must make the most of them’. 

Source R: The British elder statesman Sir Austen Chamberlain visited the League 

of Nations late in 1932 in the middle of the Manchurian Crisis. This is an adapted 

extract from his letters. 

Source S: From a cartoon published in a British        

magazine, August 1935. (A memorandum is a type of 

note).  
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Source T: From a speech by Sir Samuel Hoare, the British Foreign Secretary, to the 

House of Commons, December 1935.  

Mussolini made it clear that if he had to go to war, his aim would be to wipe the name 

of Abyssinia from the map. I have been terrified by the thought that we might make 

Abyssinia think that the League could do more than it can. In the end there would be a 

terrible moment of disappointment when Abyssinia would be destroyed altogether.  

Source U: A British cartoon from 1939 by David Low 

Source V: A cartoon from Punch, November 1937.  The magazine was 

an important influence on public opinion, particularly among educated 

and influential people. It has a circulation of about 120,000 copies per 

week during the 1930s. 

 

Source W: From a radio broadcast by Neville Chamberlain, September 1938 

How horrible , fantastic, incredible it is that we should be digging trenches and trying 

on gas masks here because of a quarrel in a far away country between people of 

whom we know nothing. I am myself a man of peace to the depths of my soul. 
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Source X: Hitler speaking in Berlin, September 

1938 

The Sudetenland is the last problem that must be 

solved and it will be solved. It is the last territorial 

claim which I have to make in Europe.  

The aims of our foreign policy are not unlimited… 

They are grounded on the determination to save 

the German people alone… Ten million Germans 

found themselves beyond the frontiers of the 

Reich… Germans who wished to return to the Reich 

as their homeland. 

Source Y: By American cartoonist 
Herblock in 1939; a bear is often used 
to symbolise the USSR 

Source A1: British Cartoon 

by David Low, publish 18th 

July 1938. The caption on 

the cartoon reads ‘What’s                 

Czechoslovakia to me,       

anyway?’ The rocks poised 

to fall read: Anglo-French 

security; French Alliances; 

Rumania; Poland; Czecho. 

Source Z: From a speech given by Stalin in 1941, 
shortly after Hitler had  invaded Russia; he was 
speaking about why he had agreed to the Nazi    
Soviet Pact. 
 
 We secured peace for our country for eighteen 
months, which enabled us to make military             
preparations. 

Source B2: The front page of the Daily Sketch 
Newspaper, 1st October 1938. 


